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The CLDGP aims to support participating Aboriginal 
communities in the collection of their own community
-level economic development data.  The CLDGP con-
sists of two surveys. The first is a Community Econom-
ic and Social Snap Shot, which includes data on the 
community land base, land management agreements, 
education and schools, training programs, and eco-
nomic development. The second is a First Nations 
Business Survey collecting information on businesses in 
the community.  
 
A centralized electronic database has been established 
at the APCFNC. This database, like the Fisheries Man-
agement System database, is an innovative and lead-
ing initiative. This database will provide analytical and 
reporting support to communities and facilitate easier 
management of the collected data.  Engagement with 
Band Operation Managers will permit each communi-
ty to set up data gathering processes that are most 
effective and efficient for their specific communities.  

Although there are a number of data sources that 
provide information on Canadian Aboriginal commu-
nities and their economic development, these data 
often out of date, tend to focus on individuals rather 
than communities as the unit of analysis, and often 
generated by non-Aboriginal institutions reflecting 
non-Aboriginal interests. The CLDGP seeks to support 
Atlantic Aboriginal communities in the collection of 
their own community-level economic data. These 
data will more accurately reflect the economic  
situation of communities.  
 
The data collected can be used by communities to 
attract investment and funds from agencies; identify 
and improve training and business supports; track 
the success of economic development initiatives; and 
develop longitudinal data that can be used by  
community leadership and entrepreneurs in the  
development of future business plans and  
community programs.   

 Design and develop a secure electronic  database to 
be housed at the Atlantic Policy Congress of First 
Nations Chiefs Secretariat.  

 Train and provide continued support to Band Oper-
ation Managers, Economic Development Officers 
and/or other identified community members  
throughout the Atlantic Region in the collection and 
entry of community level economic development 

What is the research project about? 

What will the research do? Project Details 
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Research Team: 
 
Howard Ramos Associate Professor, Department of 
Sociology and Social Anthropology, Dalhousie Uni-
versity); Mitch Morrison (Database Developer, 
Metepenagiag First Nation); Gerald Cloud (APCFNC 
Fisheries Software Development Coordinator, 
Metepenagiag First Nation). 

Why is this research important? 


