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Fisheries Act 2019 (Bill C-

68)

 “Consultation” was important – and more public 
than other efforts to update the Act in the early 
2000’s

 Scope expanded from just restoring lost 
protections

 Online, FOPO and SCOFO 
 November 2015 called for 
restoration and modernization of 
Fisheries Act 



Fisheries Act 2019

Source: DFO



Fisheries Act 2019
 Added a purpose to the Act (Section 2.1)

 (a) the proper management and control of fisheries; and

 (b) the conservation and protection of fish and fish habitat, including by 

preventing pollution.

 Included reference to Section 34 of the 
Constitution (Section 2.3)

 Rights of Indigenous peoples of Canada

 Restored lost protections from changes in 
2012

 Restoration of “HADD” language 

 “the harmful alteration, disruption or destruction 
of fish habitat”



Fisheries Act 2019
 Added “modern safeguards” including

 Criteria that Minister may take into account 
when making decisions, including Indigenous 
knowledge, scientific information, ecosystem 
approach, precaution among others.

 Requirement to rebuild depleted fish 
populations to healthy levels (Section 6). 

 Regulations for rebuilding are in progress, including 
batched “major stock” list 



Policies and Regulations
 Owner operator & fishers independence in 

Atlantic Canada (July 2019)

 Standards, codes of practice for fish and fish 
habitat (August 2019)

 Fisheries Monitoring Policy (November 2019)

 …Fisheries Rebuilding Regulations (expected 
winter 2020)

 …Clarification on ecologically significant areas 
(?)



Intersection with Species 

At Risk Act 
 COSEWIC designations: 

 17 species in Atlantic Canada impacted by 
commercial fisheries assessed as “at risk” by 
COSEWIC (cod, American plaice, etc). 

 SARA listing of endangered and threatened 
species would mean:

 Retention in commercial (including communal 
commercial) would not be allowed. Exemptions or 
Permits could be issued for incidental harm (i.e. 
bycatch fisheries, FSC) if the activity does not 
jeopardize survival or recovery. 



Intersection with Species 

At Risk Act 
 Tendency by government to not list marine fish 

species (wolfish the exception, added in when 
Act came into force).

 2014 Default Listing Policy under SARA meant 
that listing was to occur unless compelling 
reason not to list. 

 If decision is to not list, then workplan is 
required within 2 years. 

 Usually rebuilding falls back under DFO policy 
and now possibly Fisheries Act. 



Considerations for First 

Nations Fisheries 
 Depleted species might be in violation of 

Section 35 
 “The Crown has failed to recognize and respect First Nations 

sovereignty and treaties and protect First Nations rights. This includes 
the failure to protect species on which First Nations upon which they, 
and increasingly the rest of the world has come to, rely upon for food.” 
(Chief Byron Louis paper)

 Intersection with increasing commercial 
communal fisheries and depleted species 
(target and non target)



Considerations for First 

Nations Fisheries 
 Still many species that are depleted

 assessed either through COSEWIC and/or DFO 
assessments

 Opportunity for stewardship, co-governance, 
population recovery? 

 Looking gather feedback on what species are 
important to First Nations, what measures are 
in place and what more can be done



Review of current 

stewardship measures
 Literature review: best practices 

for recovery & rebuilding for marine 
fish

 Stock assessment review: stock 
status, F & M estimates

 Management measures review: 

 Integrated Fisheries Management 
Plans, Conservation Harvesting 
Plans, License Conditions

 Focused at population level, across 4 
DFO Regions & all management units

 Climate vulnerability review:

 Information available in literature 



Selected Observations
 Management Measures

 Significant # of measures already in place

 Continued directed fishing on depleted stocks

 Non-target fisheries have fewer management measures 

 Effectiveness of current management measures rarely assessed 
(i.e. directed fishing, small fish protocol, bycatch)

 Gaps in closed areas / habitat protection and monitoring/ data 
collection (*need to review OECMs)

 Climate vulnerability not taken into account or known for some 
species
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Workshops
 We want your ideas!

 Taking conversation outside of DFO process. 

 Conducting several workshops around Atlantic 
Canada in partnership with APC.

 Looking at first workshop last week in March 
in Truro/Halifax. 



Thank you!
 Katie Schleit

kschleit@oceansnorth.ca

 Come to our booth at the tradeshow to share 
your ideas!
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