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Executive Summary 

 
This report is intended to highlight the activities undertaken by the Atlantic Policy 

Congress with the Indian Residential school issue for former students of the 

Shubenacadie Indian Residential School between April of 2005 to March of 2006.  

 

The first section of this report is a briefing of community and public information 

sessions, which outlines questions, comments and concerns raised during the 

presentations. 

 

The second section of this report summarizes session held with survivors and places 

where the information kiosk has been invited.  

 

The final section of this report gives the minutes taken from sessions held which is 

located in appendix A and news articles that have appeared in the Mi’kmaq, Maliseet 

Nation News which is located in appendix B.  

 

The APC has had a very productive quarter in giving information sessions to 

communities and at conferences totaling 41 sessions to approximately 567 survivors and 

the general public. 
 
Background 
 

In November of 2004, the 35 Mi’kmaq, Maliseet and Passamaquoddy Chiefs mandated 

the Atlantic Policy Congress to provide outreach and information to Atlantic survivors so 

that they would be aware of the latest issues and negotiations taking place. The goal of 

the APC is to organize, facilitate and encourage dialogue on options that are available for 

Indian Residential school survivors, one being the Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Process. 

 

The APC is embarking on its second year in delivering information sessions to Mi’kmaq 

and Maliseet survivors and the general public on the Indian Residential school issue in 

Canada. 

Outreach sessions 

The objections of the outreach sessions are: 

 To organize, facilitate, and encourage dialogue on the issues facing residential 

school survivors. 

 Present options available to survivors to achieve reconciliation. 

 Provide updated information on progress to date, i.e. Agreement in Principle. 

Below is a briefing of outreach sessions held in the Atlantic Region. The APC has invited 

elder Stephen Christmas of Membertou First Nation to these sessions to further help First 

Nation elders understand what is currently being negotiated in Canada with the 

Residential School. He is also fluent in the Mi’kmaq language which also helps elders 

better understand. 
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Chapel Island First Nation, N.S. 

1:30 a.m. - Feb.17
th

, 2006 

 

Violet Paul and Georgianna Barlow of the Atlantic Policy Congress, gave an overview of 

the current negotiation taking place with the Indian Residential school issue in Canada to 

approximately 10 survivors and their families from the Chapel Island community. 

Survivors were briefed on the history of the school, the Assembly of First Nations role in 

negotiations and the current ways to achieve compensation, such as the ADR process. 

Here are some questions and comments made during that session: 

 

 How would survivors prove the abuse that they suffered in the Residential school? 

 What are the timelines for when payments could go out to survivors? 

 Where do you get your information to let the survivors know what is going on 

with this issue?  

 

Mariah First Nation, QC 

March 3
rd

, 2006
                                              

 

 

The APC contacted Mariah First Nation to schedule an information session in with 

survivors. There are, however, no survivors living in the community so the APC will be 

given names to these survivors so that information can be mailed directly to them. 

 

Woodstock First Nation, N.B. 

1:00 p.m. - March 13
th

, 2006 

 

Georgianna Barlow and Violet Paul of the Atlantic Policy Congress presented on the 

Assembly of First Nation and the Federal Government’s current negotiations to 

approximately 8 members of the Woodstock First Nation in New Brunswick. Survivors 

were informed of the Political Agreement signed on May 30
th

, 2005 and the Agreement 

in Principle, which was signed on November 20
th
, 2005. The Alternative Dispute 

Resolution process was also discussed with survivors. Here are some questions and 

comments made during that session: 

 

 I think that the Federal Government is going to wait for us all to die before they’ll 

compensate us for what happened to us. 

 I don’t agree with families of deceased survivors only getting a settlement if the 

deceased passed on after May 30
th
, 2005 

 When will we know if the Agreement in Principle is accepted? 

 

Fredericton Native Friendship Center, N.B. 

10:00 a.m. – March 23
rd

, 2006 

 

In efforts to reach off-reserve Residential school survivors, Georgianna Barlow of the 

Atlantic Policy Congress presented to 5 former Indian Residential school survivors at the 

Fredericton Native Friendship Center on the Federal Government’s current offer of 
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compensation which is the Agreement in Principle, the role of the Assembly of First 

Nations and the ADR process. Here are some questions and comments made during that 

session: 

 

 They took away our self worth in those schools. 

 What will happen for Indians who went to boarding schools and suffered the same 

abuses as those who were in Indian Residential schools? 

 My father has dementia now and we can’t even talk to him, so what will happen 

in his case? 

 

Lennox Island First Nation, P.E.I. 

1:00 p.m. – March 27
th

, 2006 

 

Georgianna Barlow, with the assistance of Chief Darlene Bernard of the Lennox Island 

First Nation, presented to the survivors on the current issues and negotiations taking place 

with the Residential schools in Canada such as the Political Agreement and the 

Agreement in Principle. Survivors were made aware of the Alternative Dispute 

Resolution process and the future of court class actions. The following are some 

questions, comments and concerns raised during this presentation: 

 

 Can direct descendants of survivors fight their claims in court? 

 This needs to be resolved because I am not getting any younger. 

 If I participate in the Independent Assessment process, I do not want the student 

who hurt me at the hearing. 

 

Bouctouche First Nation, N.B. 

March 23
rd

, 2006 

 

Information packages and contact information has been sent to Bouctouche First Nation 

Administration office for any survivors who may live in that community.  

 

Halifax Native Friendship Center, N.S. 

10:00 a.m. – March 29
th

, 2006 

 

In efforts to reach off reserve Residential School survivors, Violet Paul of the APC 

arranged for a session to take place on March 29
th
, however, no survivors attended so 

information packages were left at the Friendship Center and another session will have to 

be re-scheduled at a later date. 
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APC Atlantic Survivors Database System 

 
Since the APC staff began conducting information sessions with communities, a database 

form has been handed out to survivors and former boarding school students. The database 

form requests their names, addresses and phone numbers. The reason for the database 

forms are to record the number of survivors living in the Atlantic and to also mail out the 

latest information to survivors. By having the information database, survivors could also 

be contacted for any upcoming meetings in communities and regionally. Since forms are 

coming into the APC office daily, here are the current numbers of survivors and former 

boarding school students on the database system: 

 

 

Database forms Location Distribution # of database forms received to date 

Atlantic First Nation communities and U.S. 330 

 

 

 
Information kiosks 
 

An integral component of the public education campaign as well as reaching survivors 

who live off-reserve has involved setting up a Treaty information booth (kiosk) at various 

conferences and events. This is an excellent venue to distribute information on the Indian 

Residential School issue. 

 

Location Date 
Richibouctou Scallop Festival, NB July 8

th
  

Pabineau First Nation powwow, NB July 9
th

-10
th
  

Eel Ground First Nation powwow, NB July 15
th

-17
th
  

Perth Andover Information Center, NB July 22
nd

-24
th

  

Tobique First Nation powwow, NB July 29
th

-31
st
  

Listuguj First Nation powwow, QC August 5
th

-7
th
  

Millbrook First Nation powwow, N.S. August 12
th
-14

th
  

Treaty Day, N.S. September 31
st
  

APC Health Conference, NB January 31
st
-February 1

st
  

Mawiw Youth Conference, NB March 7
th

  

 

 

 
APC Residential School Website 

Information on the Indian Residential School issue can also be found on the APC website 

at www.apcfnc.ca. The information includes press releases on the issue as new 

developments arise, updates on negotiations between the AFN and the Federal 

Government such as the Political Agreement and the Agreement in Principle. Residential 

school articles written monthly in the Mi’kmaq Maliseet News can also be found on the 

website.  

http://www.apcfnc.ca/
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Summary of APC Information Sessions 

April 2005 to March 2006 

Location Date # of Survivors 
Millbrook First Nation, NS May 17

th
, 2005 6 

Membertou First Nation, NB July 27
th

, 2005 9 

Chapel Island First Nation, NS August 3
rd

, 2005 10 

Wagmatcook First Nation, NS August 4
th
, 2005 13 

Whycocomagh First Nation, NS August 5
th
, 2005 15 

Eskasoni First Nation, NS August 12
th
, 2005 50 

Afton First Nation, NS August 25
th
, 2005 9 

Pictou Landing First Nation, NS August 25
th
, 2005 12 

Indian Brook First Nation, NS August 26
th
, 2005 25 

Millbrook First Nation, NS August 26
th
, 2005 25 

All Chiefs Meeting, NS September 15
th
, 2005 35 

Elsipogtog First Nation, NB September 16
th
, 2005 10 

Glooscap First Nation, NS September 27
th
, 2005 4 

Burnt Church First Nation, NB October 19
th
, 2005 4 

Abegweit First Nation, PEI October 24
th
, 2005 8 

Oromocto First Nation, N.B. November 4
th
, 2005 1 

Tobique First Nation, NB November 10
th
, 2005 5 

Eskasoni First Nation, NS November 24
th
, 2005 40 

Indian Brook First Nation, NS November 29
th
, 2005 35 

Acadia First Nation, NS December 3
rd

, 2005 0 

Membertou First Nation, NS December 5
th
, 2005 15 

Annapolis First Nation, NS December 7
th
, 2005 3 

Indian Island First Nation, NB December 10
th
, 2005 3 

Glooscap First Nation, NS December 12
th
, 2005 4 

Bear River First Nation, NS December 13
th
, 2005 2 

Wagmatcook First Nation, NS December 15
th
, 2005 5 

Whycocomagh First Nation, NS December 15
th
, 2005 20 

Elsipogtog First Nation, NB December 16
th
, 2005 15 

Tobique First Nation, NB December 18
th
, 2005 10 

St.Mary’s First Nation, NB December 19
th
, 2005 12 

APC All Chiefs Meeting January 11
th

-12
th
, 2006 50 

Red Bank First Nation,  NB January 16
th

, 2006 15 

Eel Ground First Nation, NB January 16
th

, 2006 6 

Eel River Bar First Nation, NB January 20
th

, 2006 5 

Burnt Church First Nation, NB January 24
th

, 2006 10 

APC Health Directors Meeting, 

NB 

January 25
th

, 2006 30 

APC Health Conference, NB January 31
st
-February 1

st
, 

2006 

15 
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Kingsclear First Nation, NB February 2
nd

, 2006 7 

Chapel Island First Nation, NS February 17
th

, 2006 10 

Woodstock First Nation, NB March 13
th

, 2006 8 

Fredericton Native Friendship 

Center, NB 

March 23
rd

, 2006 5 

Lennox Island First Nation, PEI March 27
th

, 2006 22 

Total # of sessions held 41  # of people in sessions 

587 
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Fredericton Nation Friendship Center 

Residential School Session 

March 23
rd

, 2006 

10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Present: 

Rosemary Paul 

Dixie Paul 

Anna Nash 

Theresa LaBillois 

Lorna Burgess 

 

Minutes 

My dad is 75 years old and he’s punishing himself from being in the Indian Residential 

School. 

They took away our self worth in those schools. 

What about foster homes? My sisters were in foster homes and they all got abused really 

bad.  

My father has dementia now so we can’t even talk to him. He’s in a home for War 

Veterans here in Fredericton. 

The Government is really dragging their feet on this issue. 

With all the abuses we suffered, you can’t even spank your kids today or you’ll get 

charged.  

Just from my father being abused, we were all abused and my dad and uncles would not 

discuss it so we never knew and if we did, then we would have understood better, but we 

forgive him. 

How can you prove your abuses in Residential school? 
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Lennox Island First Nation 

Residential School session 

March 27
th

, 2006 

1:00 p.m. 

 

 

Participants 

Harvey Labobe 

Leo Peters 

Rita Francis Cyr 

Bertha Francis 

Shirley St. Onge 

Marilyn Sark 

Tarry Hewit 

Edward Bernard 

Hardy Labobe 

Stewart R. Lewis 

Kathy Archer 

Geneve Philipe 

Emily Bernard 

Kate Arseneault 

Mary Fry 

Susan Bernard 

Diane Burke 

Drew Fry 

Vincent Tuplin 

Martina Tuplin 

George Kenneth Thomas 

Gilbert F. Sark 

 

Minutes 

What is going to happen with the families of deceased former students? 

Not fair that families of those who died will not receive compensation. 

What about direct descendants, can they sue in the courts? 

I’m not getting any younger. 

I went to 3 different convents because we weren’t allowed in the public schools because 

they didn’t want Indians in their schools. 

Some students killed themselves in the Shubie school because they couldn’t take the 

abuse anymore. One girl drowned herself in the nearby pond and 2 other kids tried but 

they were caught before they could. 

My mother passed away and us kids don’t want our stepfather to get the money. What 

can we do about that? 
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